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Upcoming Events 

 Sept. 5—Monday, Labor Day.  

Church office will be closed 

 Sept. 8 —Thursday, Sunshine 

Ladies Bible Study  with Val 
Caldwell resumes in the library 
at 1:30 PM. 

 Sept. 10—Saturday Night 

Worship at 7:00 PM in the 
sanctuary. New location, 
similar worship style to Sunday 
mornings.    

 Sept. 11—Sunday, Children’s 

Hide & Seek Sunday School 
kick-off (ages 2 year-6th 
grade) in the Ministry Center at 
10:30 AM. Awakening 
Services at 10:30 AM in the 
Soul Garage 

 Sept, 11—Sunday, 

“Unpacking Islam” webcast in 
the sanctuary, 6:00-8:00 PM.  
For further information contact 
Pastor Paul at 715-234-8313. 

 Sept. 14—Wednesday, 

Wednesday Night (AWANA, 
Sparks, Cubbies, Trek, and 
Journey,…)Leader’s Meeting 
at 7:00 PM in the Ministry 
Center. 

 Sept. 15—Thursday, Women’s 

Study of Beth Moore’s “The 
Beloved Disciple” in the 
fellowship hall.  Mary Holmes’ 
group meets at 9:00-11:00 AM 
and Cindy McClain’s group 
meets at 6:45 PM in the 
fellowship hall. 

 Sept. 21-Wednesday, Young 

@ Heart (Age 55+) potluck in 
fellowship hall at noon, with 
“Beneficial Bites” nutrition 
program with July Brunette. 

 Sept 21—AWANA, Trek (Jr. 

High) & Journey (Sr. High) at 
Ministry Center at 6:30 PM.  

 Sept. 24 —Saturday, 

Women’s Baby shower/brunch 
in the fellowship hall at 10:00 
AM. 

 Sept. 28—Wednesday, “Men’s 

Fraternity” Groups at 6:00 AM 
in the fellowship hall. 

September 
How the Gospel Worked in One Man to Change the World 

(Taken from Romans, Volume 1, Justification by Faith, James Montgomery 

Boice, and from an article titled Martin Luther’s Text by Freddy Fritz)  
 

Of all the Biblical texts that can be associated to great Christians, none is more 
clearly associated than Romans 1:17 is to Martin Luther.   Romans 1:17 says:  "For 
in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by 
faith from first to last, just as it is written: ’The righteous will live by faith’" 

 Martin Luther began his academic career by studying law, 
which was his father’s desire for him.  He was a great student and 
gave every promise of becoming a successful lawyer, but he was 
troubled in his soul and greatly agitated at the thought that one day 
he would have to meet God and give an account of his life before 
him.  

 In his boyhood days he had looked at the frowning face of 
Jesus in the stained-glass window of the parish church at Mansfield 

and had trembled. When friends died, as during his college days two of his closest 
friends did, Luther trembled more.  One day he would die—he didn’t know when—
and he knew that Jesus would judge him. 

 On August 17, 1505, Luther suddenly left the university and entered the 
monastery of the Augustinian hermits at Erfurt. He was twenty-one years old, and 
he entered the monastery, as he later said, not to study theology but to save his 
s o u l . 
 In those days in the monastic orders there were ways by which the seeking 
soul was directed to find God, and Luther, with the determination and force that 
characterized his entire life, gave himself rigorously to the goal.  He fasted and 
prayed. He devoted himself to menial tasks. Above all, he adhered to the 
sacrament of penance, confessing even the most trivial sins, and for hours on end, 
until his superiors, tired of his exercise, ordered him to stop confessing until he had 
committed some sin worth confessing! 

 Luther’s piety gained him a reputation of being the most exemplary of 
monks. He wrote,  "I was indeed a pious monk and followed the rules of my order 
more strictly than I can express. If ever a monk could obtain heaven by his monkery, 
I should certainly have been entitled to it. Of this all the friars who have known me 
can testify. If it had continued much longer, I should have carried my mortification 
even to death, by means of my watchings, prayers, readings and other labors." 
 Still, Luther found no peace.  The monkish wisdom of Luther’s day 
instructed him to satisfy God’s demand for righteousness by doing good works. “But what 
works?” thought Luther. “What works can come from a heart like mine? How can I stand 
before the holiness of my Judge with works polluted in their very source?”  



 
 In Luther’s anguish, God sent him a wise spiritual father by the name of John Staupitz, the Vicar General of the 
congregation. Staupitz tried to uncover Luther’s difficulties.  
 “Why are you so sad, Brother Martin?” Staupitz asked Luther one day.   

 “I do not know what will become of me,” replied Luther. 
 Staupitz said to Luther, “More than a thousand times have I sworn to our holy God to live piously, and I have never 
kept my vows. Now I swear no longer, for I know that I cannot keep my solemn promises. If God will not be merciful 
towards me for the love of Christ and grant me a happy departure when I must quit this world, I shall never with the aid of 
all my vows and all my good works stand before him. I must perish.” 
 The thought of divine justice terrified Luther, and he opened up his fears to the Vicar General. 
 Staupitz knew where he himself had found peace and pointed it out to the 
young man: “Why do you torment yourself with all these speculations? . . . Look at the 
wounds of Jesus Christ, to the blood that he has shed for you; it is there that the grace of 
God will appear to you. Instead of torturing yourself on account of your sins, throw 
yourself into the Redeemer’s arms. Trust in him—in the righteousness of his life—in the 
atonement of his death. Do not shrink back. God is not angry with you; it is you who are 
angry with God. Listen to the Son of God.”  
 But how could Luther do that? Where could he hear the Son of God speak to 
him as Staupitz said he would?  
 “In the Bible,” said the Vicar General.  
 And so it was that Luther, who had only first seen a Bible in his college days 
shortly before entering the monastery, began to study Scripture.  He eventually studied 
Romans, and as he pondered over the words of Romans 1:17, the truth began to dawn 
on him. The righteousness that we need in order to stand before the holy God is not a 
righteousness we can attain by our own effort. In fact, it is not human righteousness at 
all. It is divine righteousness, and it becomes ours as a result of God’s free grace. Our 
part is merely to receive it by faith, and to live by faith in God’s promise.  
 Luther began to compare Scripture with Scripture, and as he did he found that the passages of the Bible that 
formerly alarmed him now brought him comfort. 
 In his chapter on Luther’s text, Frank Boreham, in his book, Texts That Made History, describes a famous painting 
that represents Luther at this stage of his pilgrimage. The setting is early morning in the monastery library at Erfurt, and 
the artist shows Luther as a young monk in his early twenties, poring over a copy of the Bible from which a bit of broken 
chain is hanging. The dawn is stealing through the lattice, illuminating both the open Bible and the face of its eager 
reader. On the page the young monk is carefully studying are these words: “The righteous will live by faith.”  

What Luther Learned in Rome 
 A short time later, Luther was sent to Rome on church business. But, in spite of this, he approached the ancient 
imperial city as a visiting pilgrim.  When he first caught sight of Rome on his way south he raised his hands in ecstasy, 
exclaiming, “I greet thee, thou holy Rome, thrice holy from the blood of the martyrs.”  
 When he arrived, he began his rounds of the relics, shrines, and churches.  At one chapel, when told of the 
benefits of saying Mass there, he thought that he could almost wish that his parents were dead, because he could then 
have assured them against purgatory by his actions.  
 Yet Rome was not the center of light and piety Luther had imagined. At this time, the Mass—at which the body 
and blood of Jesus were thought to be offered up by the priests as a sacrifice for sins—was the center of Luther’s 
devotion, and he often said Mass at Rome. Luther performed the ceremony with the solemnity and dignity it seemed to 
him to require.  
 But not the Roman priests! They laughed at the simplicity of the rustic German monk. They told how, when they 
were standing at the altar repeating the words that were supposedly to transform the bread and wine into the body and 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, they said instead (no doubt with solemn intonation), “Panis es, et panis manebis; vinum es, 
et vinum manebis” (“Bread you are, and bread you will remain; wine you are, and wine you will remain”). Luther could 
hardly believe his ears.  
 Later he wrote, “No one can imagine what sins and infamous actions are committed in Rome;  If there is a Hell, 



Rome is built over it; it is an abyss from which comes every kind of sin.’”  
 He concluded, “The nearer we approach Rome, the greater the number of bad Christians we meet.”  
 Then there occurred the famous incident told many years later by Luther’s son, Dr. Paul Luther, and preserved in a 
manuscript in the library of Rudolfstadt. In the Church of St. John Lateran in Rome there is a set of stone stairs said to have 
originally been the stairs leading up to Pilate’s house in Jerusalem, once trod upon by the Lord Jesus Christ. For this reason 
they were called the Scala Sancta or “Holy Stairs.” It was the custom for pilgrims, like Luther, to ascend these stairs on their 
knees, praying as they went. At certain intervals there were stains said to have been caused by the bleeding wounds of 
Christ. The worshiper would bend over and kiss these steps, praying a long time before 
ascending painfully to the next ones. Remission of years of purgatory was promised to all 
who would perform the supposedly pious exercise. 
 Luther began as the others had. But, as he ascended the staircase, the words of our 
text came forcefully to his mind: “The righteous will live by faith.” 
 They seemed to echo over and over again, growing louder with each repetition: “The 
righteous will live by faith!” “The righteous will live by faith!!”  
 But Luther was not living by faith. He was living by fear. The old superstitious 
doctrines and the new biblical theology wrestled within him. 
 “By fear,” said Luther.  
 “By faith!” said the Apostle Paul. 
 “By fear,” said the fathers of medieval Catholicism.  
 “By faith!” said the Scriptures. 
 “By fear,” said those who agonized beside him on the staircase.  
 “By faith!” said God the Father. 
 
 At last Luther rose from the steps up which he had been dragging himself and shuddered at his superstition and 
folly. Now he realized that God had saved him by the righteousness of Christ, received by faith; he was to exercise that 
faith, receive that righteousness, and live by trusting God. He had not been doing it. Slowly he turned on Pilate’s staircase 
and returned to the bottom.  
 And as Paul Luther said, “He went home and took ‘The righteous will live by faith’ as the foundation of all his 
doctrine.”  
 That was the real beginning of the Reformation, for the reformation of Luther necessarily preceded the reformation 
of the Church. The latter began on October 31, 1517, with the posting of his “Ninety-Five Theses” on the door of the Castle 
Church at Wittenberg. 

J. H. Merle D’Aubigné wrote: 
 
"This powerful text had a mysterious influence on the life of Luther. It was a creative sentence both for the reformer and for 
the Reformation. It was in these words God then said, ’Let there be light!’ and there was light. . . . When Luther rose from his 
knees on Pilate’s Staircase, in agitation and amazement at those words which Paul had addressed fifteen centuries before to 
the inhabitants of that same metropolis—Truth, till then a melancholy captive, fettered in the church, rose also to fall no 
more." 

A Note from Pastor Dan 

 The work of Christ, through his life and death and resurrection can set you free.  His righteousness is offered to you 
so you might be justified before a holy God.  We cannot possibly do enough good stuff to justify ourselves before a holy God.  
We can only be justified by faith.  This is the good news that the power to save, will not be earned or boasted about, but 
that it can only be received by God’s grace alone, through faith alone. 

 If Luther’s story has inspired you, and you want to know more about having a personal unfettered relationship with 
Christ, contact me or Pastor Paul at Maranatha EFC.   

Pastor Dan 

www.maranathafree.com 
(715) 234-8313 

http://www.maranathafree.com/


Please include these people in your prayers: 

Marilyn Longseth, Roxanne Raddenbach, Sonna 
Phillips,  Richard Hansen, Stan Oftedahl, Darlene 
Strohmeyer, Millie Bjugstad, Pat Swanson, Richard & 
Violet Fossum,  Loni Wold, Marjie Peterson’s 
husband Lynn, Paul Green’s step-brother Tom, 
Jeanne Stricklen’s brother Tom, Kathy Johnson’s 
mother Irene Vaughn,  Craig Severud’s dad Todd, Al 
Davidson’s mother Pearl, Fran Reich’s son Wally, 
Pavick’s son Jeremiah, Kathy Fladten’s sister Vicky, 
Don & Bernadette Park’s son Bruce, Rose Benson’s 
20-year old granddaughter, Vicky Heldt’s friend 
Brenda Espeseth, Sharon Carlson’s sister Helen, 
Sandy Hodge’s sister Jo,  Clarence Peter’s brother 
Dennis, Yvonne Hansen’s friend Sue, Ben Fauske’s 
uncle, Flohr’s nephew Joshua & mother Bernice, 
Mark & Debby Butzler’s grandson son Cole and friend Sue, 

Culver’s former son-in-law Rick,   Dean Valentin’s 
Aunt Arlene, Lydia Gruber’s Aunt Nola,  Fenton’s 
friend Jerry, Shirlee Lucken’s friend Marsha Williams, 

“But God 
has surely 

listened and 
heard my voice 
in prayer.  Praise 
be to God, who 
has not rejected 
my prayer or 
withheld His 
love from me!” 
Psalm  66:19-20 

Mary Potter’s sister Dorothy, Stan Stoeberl’s 
cousins-the Anez family, Nancy Peterson’s 
friend Nancy Erickson, & Carol Montgomery’s 
brother Ronnie. 

Serving in the military:  Dave & Darlene 
Strohmeyer’s daughter Dawn has been 
deployed to Afghanistan. Herrick’s friend Joe 
Rampson serving in the Navy.  

Praises: The generous love offering for Dr. Pat 
of News 2000 Ministries.  Renee Brion, Amia 
Fornell, Tina Hayes, Amber Hjelman, Joe 
Hjelman, Kara Metheny, Ralph Metheny, Dan 
Nieman, Alexa Robinson, & Kyndra Schuebel 
were baptized at our annual 
church picnic and baptism 
service at Silver Lake on 
August 21st. 

Congregational Care -  Prayer Concerns 

 

 

 

Maranatha Women’s Ministries—A Bright End to the Quilting Class 

Picture courtesy of Diann Raymond 



Doomsday 
 Eugene Rabinowitch was born in Russia in 1901 (d. 1973).  His family left St. Petersburg for Berlin to escape Russian 
persecution of the Jews in 1921. There Eugene earned a doctorate in chemistry in 1926. When the Nazis came to power in 1933, 
he was forced again to flee, arriving in America after stops in Denmark and England.  He worked on the Manhattan Project, 
which created the atomic bomb, in Chicago from 1944 to 1946. 

 Mr. Rabinowitch is best known as the co-founder and first editor of the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, a non-
technical journal addressing global security and public policy issues. The Bulletin is famous for the 
“Doomsday Clock” on its covers.  The minute hand is always precariously close to the midnight of 
human civilization.  It was placed at two minutes to midnight in 1953 with the testing of thermonuclear 
devices by the U.S. and the U.S.S.R.  It displayed the most optimism in 1991 with the signing of the 
Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty and the collapse of the Soviet bloc. It was set at 11:43.  

Arms reduction was a major goal of the atomic scientists.  It proved an elusive solution. 
Pakistan, India, and North Korea soon developed and tested nuclear weapons.  Iran is perhaps the most 
dangerous current threat. The Iranian regime believes the final apocalypse and return of the Muslim Messiah will be initiated 
by a nuclear conflagration against the Great Satan (the U.S.) and the Little Satan (Israel). The minute hand now rests at 11:54. 
Consistency would suggest that it should be about 11:59 with Iran’s pretensions and apparent Western inattention.      

 The Bulletin‟s purpose “was to awaken the public to full understanding of the horrendous reality of 
nuclear weapons and of their far-reaching implications for the future of mankind.”  (E. Rabinowitch, “Twenty-
Five Years Later”, June 1970) Mr. Rabinovitch continues:  “Evolution has favored the division of mankind into 
self-contained, self-centered units—tribes, states, nations—pursuing their interests as the highest weal and by all 
means, including the use of force.” He pleads for a solution through reason and cooperation and concludes 
that the solution lies in either “a renewal of international attitudes and construction of viable international 
institutions, or . . .  a desperate attempt to reach into the past. . . . destroying [society] in the hope to live happily ever after 
the primitive life of unthinking . . .  human animals.” 

 Last month’s God‟s Window  article introduced four worldview questions which will be helpful in determining the 
merits of the above arguments.  

 1. Where did I come from?  God is left out of the Bulletin‟s picture.  He is apparently non-existent in a world that 
evolved with a “survival of the fittest” mentality.  Psalm 8 presents an entirely different picture.  In the midst of a wondrous 
creation, God “made [man] a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor.”  (v.5, NIV)  
God is fully in control of His creation. “The Lord foils the plans of the nations, He thwarts the purposes of the peoples. But 
the plans of the Lord stand firm forever, the purposes of His heart through all generations.” (Psalm 33:10-11, NIV) 

 2. What‟s wrong with the world? Mr. Rabinowitch suggests the problem is evolution run amok.  Human culture is 
fragmented into self-serving pockets pursuing their own interests through force, consistent with the defining principle of 
evolution, “survival of the fittest”. Scripture says the problem is sin run amok.  “Since they did not think it worthwhile to 
retain the knowledge of God, He gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done.” (Romans 1:28, 
NIV) Even so, God will not allow things to get totally out of control. (II Thessalonians 2:5-12, NIV) 

3. Is there a solution? The solution, states the Bulletin, is to harness the evolutionary impulse to some 
rational global political institution. If sin isn’t the problem, that may be our only option. Scripture tells 
us that sin is the problem and redemption and the restoration of the kingdom of God is the solution. 
“The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, which said, „The 
kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign 
forever and ever.‟” (Revelation 11:15, NIV) We are instructed to pray “Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” (Matthew 6:10, NIV)   

 4. What is my purpose? Without God, our only purpose is survival—by any means. God’s 
purpose for us is much more glorious. We are called to be part of the solution as His ministers of reconciliation. (II 
Corinthians 5:11-21, NIV) The atomic scientists offer nothing but fear. Redemption offers both freedom from fear and a 
calling. (Isaiah 43:1-3a, 8-10, NIV)   

 On Sunday evening, September 11, 2011, the presentation “Unpacking Islam” will give us additional insight on the 

Biblical solution for which the world’s answers are very bleak indeed.   

        By Larry Anderson 



A Look Back at a Busy Summer at Maranatha 

We had a wonderful VBS, a 
successful baptism and church 
picnic at Silver Lake, and women’s 
quilting and exercise classes this 
summer.  We hope you joined the 
fun!  Photos courtesy of Kimberly 
Bjugstad, Cody Zurn, & Diann 
Raymond.  



Elder Report  

September 2011 

 

 

 

Hi, my name is Lee Graese. I have served on the elder board for 2 years and was 

church chairman for 6 years previously. My wife, Mary, and I live by Haugen with 2 of 

our four children - Marielle and Lexi. The other two are married. Renee is our oldest 

child and is married to Andre Abraham and they live in Conrath, WI with their two 

children - Ana and Peyton. Sean is 2nd oldest and is married to Samantha (a.k.a.  

Sami) and they live between Haugen and Cumberland with their son - Lincoln. 

 

 The pastoral search committee has been selected to fill the void left when Pastor CJ accepted a call to plant 

a church back in Iowa, close to where he and Becky were originally from. The members of the search 

committee are Jim Holmes, Bill McClain, Jane Farm, Stacy Wenzel, and Pastor Dan. They have met several 

times and are into the process of finding who God has in mind for us at this time in our church growth. 

 

As you may have noticed, the new church sign has been installed and landscaped. I would like to extend a 

big thank you to the people who gave of their time and talents to accomplish this project. Maranatha has 

been blessed through the years with many talented people willing to give of those talents. As Elders, we are 

often humbled and overwhelmed by the generosity and commitment many of you bring to the mission our 

Lord and Savior has called us to as followers of Christ. 

 

In His Service, 

Lee Graese 
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Our Saturday Night Service is getting a makeover —  Starting September 10, Saturday Night worship will 
begin meeting in our Sanctuary instead of the Soul Garage.  We invite you to check it out.  We hope to make our Saturday Nights 
look pretty similar to our Sunday Morning Services.  Same live preaching and message as Sunday mornings…Similar worship style 
as Sunday mornings…Same starting time as before…  7:00 PM on Saturday Nights. 

Awakening  Services Resume Sunday, September 11th in the Soul Garage at 10:30 AM.  Additional Parking is available in the parking lot 
at Thomas Precision Engineering, just north of the soul Garage.  
 

Monday Night Prayer in the church library on Monday, September 12th at 6:30 PM.  If you have a prayer request, please join us or 
contact an elder, pastor, or the church office so your request can be included.  We pray for our Missionaries, national leaders, 
state leaders, local leadership, church family and any concerns that are brought to the prayer meeting. 
 

“Unpackxnv Islam” On Sunday, September 11th from 6-8 PM in the sanctuary at Maranatha.  Join us as Mark Mittelberg & Lee Stroebel 
offer a balanced and accurate assessment of Islam through interviews with Muslim experts and Muslim-turned-Christians.  Learn 
how to communicate and reach out to this growing community. 
 

“Younv at Heart (Ave 55+) will meet at noon on Wednesday, September 21 for a Potluck. In the fellowship hall.  Please sign up at 
the bulletin board inside the fellowship hall for what you can bring.  Join us after lunch for the demonstration from Judy 
Brunette, Head cook for twe Elderly Nutrxtxon Provram, on “Benefxcxal Bxtes”.  For more xnformatxon contact Lee & Swelby Wowlk 
at 715-458-2925..  

remember our Missionaries… Visit our website:  www.maranathafree.com and click on the link for MINISTRIES which will take you 
to wwere you can clxck on “mxssxons.”  Monthly updated prayer requests will be posted there.   If you do not have access to 
the internet, please pick up a copy of the Missionary Prayer Sheet from the Connecting Point (desk) in the Welcome Center 
Lobby) each month as we update it. 
 

Cwxldren’s Hxde & Seek Sunday Scwool Kxck-Off is Sunday September 11th.  Children ages 2 years—6th Grade are invited to come to 
the Ministry Center for Crafts, songs, games, and Bible Stories.  Parents, We want to provide a safe environment for your 
children and you can help us by personally dropping off and picking up your children.  Thank You! 

Wednesday Nxvwt Kxds’ & Youtw Provrams—AWANA, Sparks, Cubbies, Puggles, T&T, Trek (Jr. High), and Journey (SR. High) Starts on 
Wednesday, September 21st at 6:30 PM at the Ministry Center.  Come check out all of the great new plans in place for your 
children this year.  Contact Ginny Proffitt (715-719-0678) to pre-register or for further information.. 

Men’s Fraternxty—Getting men connected other men and with the Lord—Join us beginning Wednesday, September 28th at 6:00 AM in 
twe fellowswxp wall.  More xnformatxon comxnv soon xn Sunday’s bulletxns.   

Small groups are starting up the last week of September.  Check out Sunday bulletins for leaders and opportunities.  Sign-ups 
are coming in September in the fellowship hall.  For more information, contact Pastor Paul at 715-234-8313. 

September Announcements 


